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thank you! 












Foliage preludes..(to conclude!): 

The main idea of concretely starting on the show started pretty simply.. Me 
being a simple man, I don't like to over-intellectualise or conceptualise, rather 
prefer to work on the energetic impact of the works themselves on the 
viewers.. © 

It started when I was discussing with Suhana (a screen printer textile designer) 
about working on a show together., and as she liked using leaves and I liked 
using wood - we both had some understanding of trees and nature.. 

But as it is in life., all things come to a head at the opportune moment, and it 
wasn't just this but a whole combination of ideas and intentions and dreams 
that found their way to fruition and expression in this beautiful opportunity : 



1) My intention of spreading the understanding and experience and 
bringing the creative enthusiasm to more and more people.. 

Since my first exhibition I observed peoples' reactions and thereby 
began to modify my artistic expression in order to emphasise the levels 
of communication that mattered to me more. 

Art is a language after all (and primarily visual).. 

2) The evolution of my working processes on two fronts : 

i) Moving from working alone so as not to dilute the impact of my 
works., to working with galleries., to working with workers (on my 
house)., to working with independent artist-friends -this show. 

ii) The development of my understanding of and appreciation for the 
importance of space! It has been a gradual realisation that the 



space around the sculptures is not only important to highlight the 
sculpture but that it in itself also has a powerful impact on the 
viewers., so slowly I began to emphasise more the space itself., 
giving space precedence over the sculptures themselves., to 
working with space primarily and filling in art-works later on (in 
my house)., to this show where I worked along with Meeta Jain -a 
great architect and visionary ideator with deeper understanding of 
spaces and energies., somehow I sensed this in her and hooked 
onto her and her space., which she has built into a part of her 
house with the intention that artists would interact creatively 
there ..and has since two years been filling this space steadily with 
her intentions, building a powerful atmosphere for us to work in 
..and build up this creativity-tsunami! 



3) My long-standing puzzle of how to express the Unity and Oneness 
Principle in an art exhibition and how to convey the experience to 
viewers., (after my previous 'Stillness' show in Sumukha that gave space 
and 'Ananda' importance over the physical., and my Autobiography 
House-Show that was built entirely with Love from all and stands on 
Love and vibrates it!).. 

It hit me one day that this show was in fact the expression of the third 
principle., (you see I work Intuitively, following an inner Direction or flow 
of energy and zeal so to speak., so it is not an excuse or justification if I 
explain things later on., it is just that I hadn't intellectualised the 
situation earlier..) 



4) Also i noticed the idea of equality, which can be viewed as a shade of 
Oneness., but I've chosen to place distinctly here as it is a vast topic in 
itself 

Here each art work was displayed alongside others whether they were 
done by six year olds or were prints of dead master artists., no extra¬ 
special importance or lighting was given, no framing or perfection in 
display, only utilising what already existed and the space available.. 
Primary importance was given to creating the space and atmosphere 
No names were given, no titles, no write-ups, no artist statements., (this 
did prove a bother to conventional art-viewers, leaving them at a loss for 
words at any sort of comment immediately upon experiencing the 
show!) 



5) Then the environmental aspect., is also a fact, for despite my love of 
chopping up trees I do love them too and do want to see more of them., 
and it is absolutely tragic to see how people have slowly and steadily 
drifted without realising it into artificiality., they now appreciate the 
beauty in plastic flowers forgetting about the natural ones! ..So rather 
than staging protests and talks and awareness programs that people 
attend and then forget, we tried to create an experience that would 
revive appreciation of nature as well as shock people with in-the-face 
atrocities of its destruction.. And some people did walk out noticing 
nature more and enjoying its little beauties (..and I revive my hope that 
the 'green city' of trees that flower through every month of the year will 
not be entirely lost to IT silicon-ity.) 



6) There was also the intention of getting as many people and friends and 
x-artists back into making art, encouraged into starting or given a break 
into more serious art-scenes.. And though I started with my usual safety 
valve back-up plan of carrying off the whole show on my own if noone 
took any interest in joining.. I was literally overwhelmed by the heart-felt 
response turning out over 36 artists and over 16 plus children.. 

Though I had intended originally that the whole thing should be done in 
a combined and interactive way right from the start, as few people had 
time or interest or zeal (especially with my lack of interest in forcing 
people or over-motivating them verbally or otherwise..) 

Things looked bleak at first but then what I did was begin to hang up my 
large flex prints and created my own space with a strong energy etc. 
within Meeta's wonderful space already bubbling with intentions and 
creativity.. 



Then almost every friend I met I would request to come see and get 
involved ..to give or make something for the show, if only ideas., and I 
must say that things really started moving and picking up momentum in 
a near-avalanche like build up of energy.. 

As I kept telling Meeta- all I could do was try my best to not in any way 
slow down this tsunami of creative ideas and realisation., (of almost all 
ideas!) 

And everyone was given total freedom of expression to respond and 
make final decisions on their own after we'd discussed ideas with each 
other.. 

(The beauty was that despite the freedom it looked like a one-man show 
to many., and that many who got involved more would interact with 
each other., and how most were so ego-lessly open to ideas despite vast 



experience and mature standings in their respective art-fields..! ..this I 
believe was to a large extent based on the fact that we were all friends.) 

7) Lastly is my surety of direction of the flow of the show-current, despite 
peoples' worries that I was too vague and didn't plan anything properly 
enogh.. though it was an entirely new attempt even for me, and I wasn't 
clear about the methods nor the final execution until it was being done 
hands on., and even that wasn't final - for it kept changing and growing, 
even as a true installation should, interactively involving everyone.. 

In fact the whole show itself became almost a living thing, with a 
powerful force of its own., even after it was supposed to be over it just 
kept going on and on., new things were happening, even as I was pulling 
it down., even after it is over I still have work to do with it., fantastic 
feeling!! © 




Some even mentioned that it wouldn't have happened without me., but 
its not like I was a dictator or director even., though I did take advantage 
of some closer friendships to push some things and get some work done 
without wastage of excess time (it was alia pretty tight schedule and 
really stretched me to the limits of my abilities and organisational 
capacities- fact is it wouldn't have reached half its glory without Meeta's 
ideas, interest and active involvement- especially whenever I was 
burning-out/drying-up..! 

I had given the artists total freedom. All I had set was the basic theme 
that everyone can relate to 'Forests and Foliage'., and quietly kept a 
strong current of intentions and energies flowing ..which many friends 
felt and trusted in (..it was touching how Vasu had faith in my 
confidence and in our ability to work with Light in our hearts and to pull 



off the performance with the least rehearsal or preparation., him being 
such an experienced professional artist., and I made him wait so much 
after travelling so far!) 

Other than that was the sensing of energies, enthusiasm and interest.. 

Something I totally recognized in Meeta when she suggested I do the show at 
her place., even though she gave completely unappetizing reasons for it., 
something I just really liked about her and her zeal ..and I just decided I wanted 
to do it there even though many (including herself) suggested it would be too 
small etc.. 


8) Also we did try to touch on most of the senses in this show visual 
(obviously), touch, sound ..even smell, especially when it rained ..and 



taste maybe with the snacks (-courtesy generous Meeta, n mum 
..hahah) 

..and trying to have interpretations in the widest range of different 
media.. 

9) And there was my old idea of doing things with a lot of accommodation 
and adjustment, not disturbing things much or changing situations, 
making use with what is available -help, fixtures, facilities, materials, 
friends, art.. 

10) Oh, and most importantly., right from the start I wasn't interested 
in the finish and perfection of display (it is not that I specially wanted to 
be rough and jarring to make people disturbed or feel the force of 
energy and strokes as I do in my drawings and sculptures..) but it was 



because .. as Guruji recognized., that I was primarily working with the 
communication of ideas! .. you see this show can never die, never stop - 
it will go on for ever., we just produced a whole lot of ideas and others 
will take them forward.. 

This is what sharing caring and ultimately loving is., in a big way! 

And I am more than overjoyed with the success!! 

These were all the intentions even if I am verbalising them only now.. 

And as Shantha (Meeta's cook) asked the best question: 'What are the 
benefits in doing this whole show., putting in so much time and effort.. 



Oh Boy! Am I happy I did this show and meet so many wonderful people 
and put so many smiles on so many 'young' faces! Hahahl! Yes I I AM I! 


Ok, I've got to go., some other friends have landed up at home., so do enjoy 
Life! 


And create away ..until the day you die., (at the least!) :-D hahaha.. I 












